
Malala Yousafzai Biography 

 

Malala Yousafzai is a Pakistani school pupil and spokesperson for women’s right to 

education. In retaliation for her high profile campaign for education and criticism of the 

Taliban, she was shot in the head at close range by a Taliban gunman. She survived the 

gunshot wound and has become a leading spokesperson for human rights, education and 

women’s rights. She has received numerous peace awards and was awarded the Nobel 

Peace Prize in 2014 along with Kailash Satyarthi, an Indian children’s rights activist. 

Malala was born (12 July 1997) in Mingora, the Swat District of north-west Pakistan to a 

Sunni Muslim family. She was named Malala, which means ‘grief stricken’ after a famous 

female Pashtun poet and warrior from Afghanistan. 

Her father, Ziauddin Yousafzai is a poet and runs a chain of public schools. He is a leading 
educational advocate himself. In 2009, Malala began writing an anonymous blog for the 
BBC expressing her views on education and life under the threat of the Taliban taking over 
her valley. It was her father who suggested his own daughter to the BBC. She wrote under 
the byline “Gul Makai.” 

During this period, the Taliban’s military hold on the area intensified. At times, Malala 
reported hearing artillery from the advancing Taliban forces. As the Taliban took control of 
the area, they issued edicts banning television, banning music, and banning women from 
going shopping and limiting women’s education. Many girls schools were blown up and as a 
consequence pupils stayed at home, scared of possible reprisals from the Taliban. However, 



for a time, there was a brief respite when the Taliban stated girls could receive primary 
education if they wore Burkhas. But, a climate of fear prevailed, and Malala and her father 
began to receive death threats for their outspoken views. As a consequence, Malala and her 
father began to fear for their safety. Her father once considered moving Malala outside of 
Swat to a boarding school, but Malala didn’t want to leave. On 9 October 2012, a masked 
gunman entered her school bus and asked “Which one of you is Malala? Speak up. Otherwise, 
I will shoot at you all.” Malala was identified and she was shot with a single bullet.  

Malala survived the initial shooting but was in a critical condition. Her father was 
convinced she would die and told the village to prepare for her funeral. Her critical organs 
were failing, and she developed an infection. In a coma, she was moved to a hospital in 
Rawalpindi. Later on the 15 October, she was transferred to Birmingham in the United 
Kingdom for further treatment at a specialist hospital for treating military injuries. A 
couple of days later, she came out of a coma and responded well to treatment. She was 
discharged on January 3, 2013, and moved with her family to a temporary home in the 
West Midlands. 

 

 


