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Gumbo’s Big Adventure
 One morning, a gust of wind blew open the gate to Gumbo’s backyard. 
Gumbo was a curious pup, so he ran through the gate to go exploring. Right away, 
he discovered a wonderful smell. He put his nose to the ground and followed the 
scent out of the yard and down the street. It led him to a rocking chair on a neighbor’s 
front porch. Curled up in the rocker was a sleepy, gray cat. Gumbo sniffed the cat 
and startled her. The angry cat hissed and swatted Gumbo’s nose. Gumbo yelped and 
ran home. The scared pup crawled under the porch and hid. When another gust of 
wind blew the gate shut, Gumbo didn’t mind at all!

The graphic organizer that best represents this text is the ____________________________.

Brain Freeze
 Have you ever wondered why your head hurts when you drink something icy 
cold? The pain is caused by a change in your blood vessels. Blood vessels are the 
little tubes that carry blood to all parts of your body. When your mouth gets too cold, 
blood vessels in the roof of your mouth suddenly open wider. That lets more warm 
blood rush to your mouth to warm it up. That sudden change makes nerves in your 
mouth send a pain message to your brain. Your mouth nerves are connected to many 
other nerves in your head. So when your mouth nerves say “Ouch!” all those other 
nerves do, too. Your brain gets the message that your whole head hurts. That’s when 
you feel that awful feeling—brain freeze! 

The graphic organizer that best represents this text is the ____________________________.

Plants with an Appetite
 Did you know that some plants eat bugs? Plants that trap and eat insects are 
called carnivorous plants. They have bright colors or strong odors to attract bugs. 
When the bugs land on a carnivorous plant, sticky parts of the leaves or flowers trap 
the bug. Some plants even have spiny leaves that spring closed and grab the bugs! 
These plants also have special juices that digest the trapped bugs. The juices help the 
plants get nutrients from their prey.

The graphic organizer that best represents this text is the ____________________________.
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Title  Gumbo’s Big Adventure

First The wind blew open the gate. 

Second Gumbo ran out and went exploring. 

Next 

Then He startled a cat and it swatted his nose. 

Then Gumbo ran home and hid.

Last The gate blew shut and that was okay with Gumbo. 

mouth gets too cold
blood vessels open

to let more 
warm blood flow

nerves in the mouth
send a pain message 

to the brain

nerves connected to
nerves in the mouth

send pain message, too

brain gets the message 
that the whole head 
hurts—brain freeze

 
Carnivorous 

plants 
trap and eat 

bugs.

Bright colors or strong odors 
attract bugs.

Some grab prey with spiny 
leaves.

Fill in the missing information.

Plant juices digest bugs to get 
nutrients.

Sticky parts of leaves or flowers 
trap bugs.
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rain 

gift

seeds

doll

Picture Glossary

fire

hoped

bluebonnets

The Legend of the Bluebonnet
1 Long ago, there was a time with no rain. The 

people hoped and hoped for rain. 
2 One little girl wanted to help. She only had 

one thing to give. It was a doll with a blue dress. 
The girl wished it would rain. Then she threw her 
doll into the fire. It started to rain! It rained and 
rained. The next day, there were blue flowers 
everywhere. 

3 The bluebonnets come back every spring. 
They make us think of the little girl’s gift.

Little Rocks That Bloom
Bluebonnets are not easy to grow. Their seeds 

are as hard as rocks! It is hard for plants to grow 

from hard seeds. In dry weather, the seeds stay hard 

and the little plants do not grow. When the rain 

comes, the seeds get wet. That makes them soft. 

When the seeds are soft, the little plants can grow. 

That is why a lot of bluebonnets grow when it 

rains.

rocks

hard soft
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The Legend of the Bluebonnet
1 Long ago, there were many long years with no 

rain. The Comanche people hoped and hoped for rain. 
2 One little girl wanted to help. She went to her tipi 

and got the only thing she owned. It was a beautiful 
doll with a blue dress. The girl wished for rain and then 
threw her doll into the fire. That is when the rain started 
to fall. The rain kept falling all night long. The next 
day, the land was covered with bright blue flowers. 

3 Now, bluebonnets bloom every spring. They 
remind us of the little girl’s gift.

Little Rocks That Bloom
Bluebonnets are not easy to grow. Their seeds are as 

hard as rocks! A hard seed makes it difficult for a little 
plant to sprout. In dry weather, the seeds stay hard. 
That stops plants from growing when it is too dry for 
them to live. When the rain comes, it wets the seeds 
and makes them soft. Then the roots and leaves can 
grow. That’s why there are a lot of bluebonnets in rainy 
years.

Word Study

rain  drops of water that fall 
from the sky

hoped     wanted something 

tipi    an Indian house with a 
point on top

beautiful      pretty or nice to 
look at

fire     very hot yellow flames 
that can burn things  

covered      with something 
over every part 

spring      the time of year when 
it starts to get warm after the 
cold winter ends

difficult     hard to do 

sprout     to start to grow

roots     parts of a plant that 
grow under the ground

rainy  when it rains a lot
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The Legend of the Bluebonnet
1 Long ago, the Comanche people suffered many years without rain. 

The people hoped and hoped for rain. 
2 One little girl decided to do more than hope. She went to her tipi 

and got the most precious thing she owned. It was a beautiful doll 
dressed all in blue. As she wished for rain, the girl threw the doll into 
the fire. Suddenly, rain began to fall. It fell all night long. The next 
morning, the land was covered with brilliant blue flowers. 

3 Now every spring, the rains fall and the bluebonnets return. They 
bloom as a reminder of the little girl’s sacrifice.

Little Rocks That Bloom

Bluebonnets grow wild in nature, but they are not easy to grow. 
Bluebonnet seeds are as hard as rocks! That makes it difficult for little 
plants to sprout. Hot, dry weather keeps the seeds dry and hard. That 
stops them from sprouting in dry years when the plants would shrivel 
up and die. In rainy weather, water soaks the seeds and softens them. 
When the seeds are soft, roots and leaves can sprout. That’s why so 
many bluebonnets bloom in rainy years.
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